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among those nationalities are likely to criticise the main features of Soviet nationality policy. Whatever freedom is granted them for the development of their own civilisation, the mere fact that the study of the Russian language is encouraged in addition will be criticised as " Russification ". So also the protection of local minorities (as of the Jews in the Ukraine) may be attacked as a clever Russian policy to undermine the national homogeneity of the territory.1 The encouragement by the Soviet of the development ofec unhistoric nationalities " is likely to be denounced, by fascist critics of the U.S.S.R.,2 as an artificial splitting-up of peoples into Lilliputian elements " for the sake of preventing their cooperation, for example on Pan-Islamic lines. The Soviet may answer that its policies on all the contested points correspond to the most elementary principles of democracy. If the application of these principles interferes with the realisation of some cherished cc historic " aspirations, so much the worse for the latter.
It cannot be denied that the U.S.SJR. regards the struggle against Pan-Islamism, Pan-Turanianism, Pan-Mongolism, and similar inventions of nationalist romantics or aggressive imperialists, as an act of self-preservation,3 and that Stalin has dropped his somewhat appeasing attitude of 1923 towards such by-products of the struggle of the Eastern nations for emancipation from Tsar and Sultan.4 But we must remember that the same necessity was felt by Kemal Ataturk, and that political opposition to the' officially accepted course of progressive nationalism in Kemalist Turkey corresponded to that in the U.S.S.R.5 The Pan-Turanian might answer that this correspondence proves the existence of the nationality he claims. But the Soviet could reply that no one doubts the existence of certain connections between the reactionary groups in all Mohammedan countries, and that progress consists in getting rid of these, and shaping cultures nearer to the feelings, the life and the languages of the peasant peoples. As regards the latter, it was .evident to com-
1 See Maynard, op. cit., pp. 395 amd 398.
4 See, e.g., Woltoer, op. dt.9 pp. 623-4, or Benzing, op. cit., p. 188,
3 See Silberstein, op. cit.a January, p. 144.             4 See note i on p. 372.
6 Apart from ,the (Young Turk) " Committee for Unity and Freedom " of Enver Pasha, disturbing equally the Soviet and Kemalist Turkey, there was the Pan-Islamic Right (corresponding to the right-wing opposition against Kemalism in Turkey) and Pan-Tttramamsm, represented in Soviet Central Asia by the " National Alliance" (see Court Proceedings, 1938, especially Khodyayev, pp. 1212-13), and in present-day Turkey by the right-wing, anti-Soviet trends within the Nationalist Party. To the left of this group, in the U.S.S.R., stood Ikramov's group " Milli Istiklal" (National Independence) (see Court Proceedings, ibid, and p. 339), roughly corresponding to classical Kemalism itself.